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In the winter of 2007 Nellie Armitage came to the Sadler & Son 
Monument office with a list of names of researched individuals from 
old newspaper obituaries. She was a member of the BTW, Booker T. 
Washington alumni, a segregated school for blacks until the 1960s. 
The group had decided to try and research unmarked graves in 
Everglade Cemetery, a segregated African American cemetery. The 
group was in the process of trying to decide how to raise enough 
money to mark all the unmarked graves in Everglade Cemetery. With 
almost 500 known unmarked graves and scores of others not yet 
researched they were desperate to figure out a solution . 

When first approached by Mrs. Armitage, Cindy Sadler took an 
immediate interest in the historical aspect of the cemetery. As 
researched obits came in to the office history began to unfold. David 
and Cindy Sadler both agreed that the ind ividuals they began to read 
about needed to be memorialized in stone. They agreed to donate all 
researched individuals a marker with name, date of birth and death 
date engraved on the stone. 

This labor of love took over a year to collect researched material and 
begin the process of memorializat ion for each person. Each monument 
made had a history behind it f rom resea rched materia l and every sto ry 
became personal. Some ofthe stories would break your heart, such as 
t he one about a black child removed from a t hen white only cemetery 
and taken to Everglade Cemetery. Now, the unmarked chi ld's grave has 
a memorial marking her final resting place with name and dates. Eighty 



markers have been donated so far and placed in Everglade Cemetery. 
This is an ongoing project. There are about 100 children that are yet to 
be researched. The location of their graves will never be known. A 
large tablet with all the children's names is in the works to be set at the 
gates of Everglade Cemetery with all names and dates listed. The 
project will take time, but we will make the time. 

The Hobbs Branch of the NAACP presented Sadler & Son Monument 
Works a plaque in appreciation for the contribution to the Community 
of Hobbs. The Quarterly Statewide Focus sponsored by the New 
Mexico State Office of African American Affairs also ran a story in Issue 
2 Quarter 2. Several different newspaper articles appeared in the 
Hobbs News Sun. 


















