
1

James Perry

From: Renee Anderson [reneeandjeff@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 10:40 AM
To: James Perry
Subject: 2012 Aspire Award entry
Attachments: DSCN2261.JPG; DSCN2264.JPG; DSCN2256.JPG; DSCN2262.JPG; DSC_0100.JPG

 
  

 
 
  
 
James, 
Could you forward this on to the Aspire Award Committee. 
Thank you! I have never done this via the internet so I hope this is ok! 
Renee 
  
Entry Form: 
Jeff Anderson, CM, AICA 
Anderson Memorials, Inc 
106 4th Street SW 
Austin, MN 55912 
507-437-3636 andersonmemorials@hotmail.com 
  
Five major events occurred in 2012 for Anderson Memorials: 
  
1.The first major event was a television story about Jeff presenting a tour of the sculptures in our town. Jeff was 
contacted by the reporter because of his reputation of dedication to art in the community. To view the show go to 
www.youtube.com and search by' KSMQ Off 90 episode 310'.  So you don't have to watch the whole show with two other 
artists from area communities, drag the line to 9:34 (9 minutes and 34 seconds into the show) and Jeff's part goes until 
16:38. 
  
 2.The second major event was the dedication of a cemetery marker for a famous Austin Native Boxer, Jackie Graves,  
who was generous with his money when he was a fighter but died poor and never had a marker. It was also our way of 
introducing the QR codes, and it was a hit. After the unveiling by the City Mayor and Jeff, and after the first oohs and 
aahhs, Jeff explained the marker and then talked about the QR code on the stone. It was fun to watch people 
immediately take out their smart phones and go at it. We had a good turn out despite a miserable rainy cold day. The 
dedication was featured on the local ABC TV station and two daily newspapers. 
To read one of the articles go to www.postbulletin.com search by Austin Boxer Scores 21st Century Tombstone. I have 
also attached photos of the Graves' marker dedication. 
  
  
3. Because of the Jackie Graves QR code publicity, Jeff was later interviewed  by a CBS TV station and another article was 
featured in the newspaper. 
See the attached photo of Jeff being interviewed in his Austin office. 
To see the article go to www.austindailyherald.com and search by Jackie Graves Memorial, then choose Digital Memories.
  
4. Our city had its first annual Art Festival. Artists from around the United States with ties to Austin, MN were invited to 
participate in this weekend long event for the city. Poets, writers, musicians, painters, potters, sculptors were invited. It 
was a huge event and Jeff was invited to participate and display his sculptures.  
  
5.The fifth major event was Anderson Memorials received the Riverland Community College Business and Industry 
Century Club Award. It was presented to us for being in business at least 100 years. I have attached a photo of Jeff 



2

accepting the award at the banquet. 
  
We were also major sponsors or held the following events: 
Tour of our shop and lesson on symbolism for a local school. 
Mower County HIstorical Society Keep the Door Open Campaign 
Project Graduation Sponsor 
High School Art Awards Assembly Sponsor 
Relay for Life Sponsor 
July 4th Freedon Fest Sponsor 
  
Thank you for your consideration for the Aspire Award. 
Submitted by Renee Anderson 507-437-3636 (work) 
  
             












